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Curricoli di riferimento "Action-oriented" 
per l’insegnamento transfacoltà delle lingue straniere

Action-oriented Framework Curricula for
cross-faculty foreign language teaching

Handlungsorientierte Rahmencurricula für 
studienbegleitenden Fremdsprachenunterricht



3. Studienbegleitender 
Fremdsprachenunterricht

The 3 elements of the title



THE COMPETENCY MODEL
Cornerstone of all framework curricula for teaching 

foreign languages to university students of all study 
courses 
Model of cross disciplinary and crosslinguistic 

professional competency that students should develop  in 
and through learning a foreign language
5 kinds of interrelated and interdependent competencies

 

1. Action-oriented 



The competency model of the Framework Curricula:
operational competency in a language

resulting from 5 interrelated and interdependent competencies

4.
Social competency

1.
Professional 
competency

3.
Personal competency

2.
Methods

competency

Operational
competency: 

acting in / with 
the language / "to 

do things with 
words"

Intercultural competency

= Outcome of the 
transfer of the 

Mercedes Benz 
model for staff 

training and 
development

to training and
professional 

development of 
teachers and 

students 



Modell der fach- und sprachübergreifenden 
beruflichen Handlungskompetenz

(Model of cross-disciplinary cross-linguistic
professional competency in acting in a 

foreign language

Modello di competenza operativa  
(Compétance opérationelle /Savoir

faire) professionale transdisciplinare e 
translinguistica in una lingua straniera

Handlungs-
kompetenz

Competenza
operativa

The German and the Italian versions of the model of operational competency



THE COMPETENCIES

1. Fachkompetenz:
professional competency or 
expertise, a specialized 
knowledge  (savoir = 
connaissance) + skills
that enable
 to solve professional 

problems, 
 recognize thought structures

in a particular subject or 
field, 

perform tasks,
achieve results 

independently and 
responsibly

 refers not/not only to 
Fachsprache/LSP!)

…

2. Methodenkompetenz:
Competency concerning everything
that has to do with method and the
way of doing things (savoir faire) 
and competencies of

systematically acquiring, 
structuring,
processing,
applying

information and knowledge for
 independent planning and 

decision-making, 
 information retrieval,
data analysis,
project management,
  time management, 
        …



3. Personalkompetenz:
self-competency /self-
awareness

self-confidence, 

critical thinking,

 self-reflection,

 self-management,

 adaptability, 

sense of responsibility,

willingness to learn,

flexibility, 

 … 

4. Sozialkompetenz:

social competency (savoir être / 
competence comportamentale) 

abilities + knowledge + 
behaviours

debating,
respecting and accepting 

other opinions, 
constructive interaction,
teamwork,
active listening,
…



needed by students

HANDLUNGSKOMPETENZ
(operational competency)

Cross-linguistic &  Cross-disciplinary

together
with the
language

Ed.Arcipelago, 
Milano, 2010



2. Framework Curricula

some printed, some online                                               some printed & online 

https://www.goethe.de/de/spr/sbp/rcm.html
https://sdustudienbegleitenderdeutschunterricht.wordpress.com/rahmencurricula/

https://www.goethe.de/de/spr/sbp/rcm.html
https://sdustudienbegleitenderdeutschunterricht.wordpress.com/rahmencurricula/
https://sdustudienbegleitenderdeutschunterricht.wordpress.com/rahmencurricula/


RAHMENCURRICULA

• result of a cross-border project for teaching German and other 
languages at university level / Project for European Citizenship 
through language learning

• first need analysis during Summer courses for university teachers 
of German organized by the Goethe-Institut Warsaw in Gdansk 
1989 after the fall of the Berlin Wall

• born out of an awareness that preparing students to interact 
with the western world needed a new way of teaching

• started by Dorothea Lévy-Hillerich at the Goethe-Institut Warsaw 
• developed by working groups at the various Goethe Institutes in 

different countries,  supervised by Dorothea Lévy-Hillerich
• supported by Goethe-Institut Warsaw + Bosch-Stiftung + Stability 

Pact funds



Phase 3
Ukraine (2006 printed, first
edition; new edition 2014 

printed and online)

Phase 2
1. Croatia (2007, printed edition)
2. Serbia (2010, only online 

edition)
3. Bosnia and Herzegovina

(2011, printed + online edition) 
4. Macedonia (2013 printed + 

online edition)

PHASES OF THE HOCHSCHULPROJEKT / EUROPA-PROJEKT



After the Project Update with CEFR descriptors 2006
RAHMENCURRICULA

a sort of CEFR for teaching languages to 
university students



1. Principles
2. Aims
3. Contents
4. Methods
5. Assessment and Evaluation
6. Concluding observations
7. Glossary
8. Appendixes
9. Bibliography

The text genre RAHMENCURRICULA: Sections



• Action orientation
• Communication orientation
• Focus on the learner
• Vocational and professional orientation
• Raising awareness of intercultural aspects
• Development and promotion of greater 

learning autonomy

Section 1: PRINCIPLES

Sections of the Framework curricula



procedural knowledge/savoir faire : interdisciplinary skills such as 
• questioning
• argumentation
• moderation
• visualisation and presentation techniques
• …

declarative knowledge/savoir: 
• connection between text genre, text pattern and speech acts 

(functional and systematic grammar)
•  knowledge of processes, methods, norms, standards
• intercultural knowledge in subject- and job-related  

communication situations
• …

Section 2: PURPOSES and AIMS

Sections of the Framework curricula



• No fixed list of topics, but a choice relevant to students' lives
• Research questions and problems 
• Everyday working life: subject- and career-oriented texts
• Everyday student life at home and abroad 
• Interdisciplinary topic networks 
• …

• Learner and teacher roles 
• Autonomous learning
• Learning techniques …
• …

Section 3: CONTENTS

Section 4: METHODS

Sections of the Framework curricula



• A discussion and learning technique

• Research method

• Definition

Section 7: Examples from the Italian glossary

Sections of the Framework curricula



Section 8:  APPENDIXES

Sections of the Framework curricula

Comparison of communication in general language 
teaching and teaching professional communication

Selection criteria for texts for teaching receptive skills 

Task types



3. Cross-faculty 
foreign language

teaching

SOFT SKILLS

needed in order to become
European citizens

and able to work for Europe



Educational policy and language teaching objectives of 
the framework curricula: European competencies for 

European citizenship (German original version)

RC Croatia
2007, Page 61



Educational policy and language teaching objectives of the 
framework curricula: European competences for 

a European citizenship (translation)

RC Croatia 2007, 
Page 61

(Translation: S. Serena)



The “Rahmencurricula” are
competence-oriented   and     action-oriented

Higher-level educational 
goals

1. Principles
2. Aims
3. Contents
4. Methods

Focus on learning through 
practical activities

5. Tools for assessment and 
     evaluation
8. Tools in the appendixes

and in the glossary

Course books,  teaching materials,
teacher training,

educational policy 



The REALISATION of the
FRAMEWORK CURRICULA 

in an action-oriented textbook
for university students:

EXAMPLES from 
Mit Deutsch studieren arbeiten leben

regarding
1. Descriptors
2. Topics
3. Activities



1.
Example of detailed descriptors of what 
students are able to do in and with the 

language at the end of a chapter

Topics: university life (fear of exams, 
living experiences abroad, key 

qualifications)



a. Which communicative
activities:

• SI = SPOKEN INTERACTION
• SR = SPOKEN RECEPTION
• WI = WRITTEN INTERACTION
• WR = WRITTEN RECEPTION

b. in which text-types:
• interview
• email
• brochure

c. for which key qualification / 
competence:

• professional
• social 
• methodological
• personal

d. reflecting on which language 
aspect



2.
Examples of topics



3.
Examples of activities

Where can everyone 
save energy and make a 
concrete contribution to 

climate protection? 

- List 5 ideas
- Compare them with 

the proposals of one 
or more other 
students

- Group the solutions 
and write them on a 
poster. 



WHY THIS PROJECT IS IMPORTANT

Focus on education 
of the student as a 

whole person



To create a 
PLURILINGUAL WORKING GROUP 

in order to develop 
TEACHING MATERIAL MODULES IN 3 OR 4 

LANGUAGES
 based

• on the didactic  and methodological approach of 
the “Rahmencurricula“

• on themes that are relevant for university students

I have a dream…



Who would like to dream
along with me?
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