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THE CEFR JOURNAL – RESEARCH AND PRACTICE

▪ 6 issues

▪ #1 2019, #2 2020, #3 2020, #4 2021, #5 2022, #6 2024, 

#7 March 2025

▪ 40 published texts (until 2024): 

▪ research papers (RP) = 11

▪ action research (AR) = 20

▪ community announcements (CA) =  9



MEDIATION

“Mediation is one of the four modes in which the CEFR model organizes 

communication. Learners seen as social agents engage in receptive, 

productive, interactive or mediation activities or, more frequently, in a 

combination of two or more of them. While interaction stresses the social use 

of language, mediation encompasses and goes beyond that by focusing on 

making meaning and/or enabling communication beyond linguistic or cultural 

barriers. Both types of mediation rely on collaborative processes.”

(https://www.coe.int/en/web/common-european-framework-reference-languages/mediation)



MEDIATION

8 articles across the 6 CEFR Journal issues – a glimpse at some of these in the following:

▪ Developing classroom mediation awareness and skills in pre-service language teacher 

education (Perevetkina et al.) #2

▪ The new CEFR descriptors for the assessment of written mediation: Exploring  their 

applicability in a local context in an effort towards multilingual testing (Stathopoulou) #2

▪ Developing an e-portfolio reflecting the concept of mediation for university students (Saito) 

#3

▪ Mediation in practice in an ESAP course: Versions of the Medical English student 

conference (Liontou and Braidwood) #4

▪ The development of mediation strategies when relaying information, both in speech and 

writing: Task samples for undergraduate students of Spanish as a foreign language (Jiménez 

Naranjo et al) #6
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What type of journal article on mediation would 

you be interested in reading about?



Journal Article suggestions on mediation

• Rubrics and how to assess competence in mediation

• Intra-linguistic mediation; the relation of mediation and the Action-oriented approach

• The process of learning mediation and its application in the language classroom

• Mediation in language curricula/language specifications

• Mediation in language accreditation exams

• Mediation in scenario-based exams

• Integrative assessment vs assessment of mediation

• Mediation and formative assessment in action-oriented approaches.

• Mediation and global awareness

• Self-assessment functioning as a mediation tool within the CEFR



PLURILINGUALISM AND PLURICULTURALISM

“Multilingualism/multiculturalism considers languages and cultures as separate 

and somehow static entities that co-exist in societies or individuals.  

Plurilingualism and pluriculturalism aim to capture the holistic nature of 

individual language users/learners linguistic and cultural repertoires. 

Learners/users are seen as social agents who draw upon all sorts of resources in 

their linguistic and cultural repertoires and further develop these resources in 

their trajectories. Plurilingualism/pluriculturalism stresses the dynamic use of 

multiple languages/varieties and cultural knowledge, awareness and/or 

experience in social situations.”

(https://www.coe.int/en/web/common-european-framework-reference-languages/plurilingualism-and-pluriculturalism)



#3
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What type of [CEFR-informed] journal article on 

plurilingualism would you be interested in reading 

about?



Journal Article suggestions on plurilingualism

• Integrating plurilingualism into the AoA

• Plurilingualism awareness among post-primary teachers

• Plurilingualism awareness among stakeholders other than teachers and 

students (policy makers, etc.)

• Managing plurilingualism in a foreign language classroom (Benefits and 

disadvantages – best practices – how to make use of the advantages)

• Plurilanguaging with regards to co-construction of meaning



#5

CURRICULUM ALIGNMENT
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ALIGNMENT
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ACTION-ORIENTED APPROACH
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ACTION-ORIENTED APPROACH
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ACTION-ORIENTED APPROACH



SCENARIOS

“The central point in planning the teaching is to work back from the real-life 

scenario, and then the performance in the culminating task of the scenario is 

basis for the assessment.”

(API Education Forum)

Scenarios for language support (free resources):

https://www.coe.int/en/web/language-support-for-adult-refugees/scenarios-

for-language-support
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What type of journal article on the Action-oriented 

Approach would you be interested in reading about?



Journal Article suggestions on Action Oriented Approach

• Examples of AoA tasks

• Modern language teacher professional learning on integrating an Action-

Oriented Approach into their practice

• AOA at the university level. scenarios are not always recognized or 

accepted within institutional frameworks, How can we bridge this gap? 

Are there examples of successful integration in higher education?

• AoA and scenarios for Migrant adults would be great share experiences
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AND NOW FOR SOMETHING DIFFERENT
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AND NOW FOR SOMETHING DIFFERENT



STANDING ON THE SHOULDER OF GIANTS

#2 In memory of Tim Goodier 

(Brian North, CEFR co-author; President API Forum)

#6 In Memory of Jamie Dunlea 

(Richard Spiby, British Council)



#2

AN OPEN SPACE FOR EXCHANGING IDEAS



AND NOW FOR SOMETHING NEW: 
ISSUE 7/MARCH 2025



AND NOW FOR SOMETHING NEW: 
ISSUE 7/MARCH 2025



THE CEFR JOURNAL: LOOKING FORWARD



REVIEWER GUIDELINES: EPISTEMIC RESPECT

We ask all reviewers to make every reasonable effort to adhere to the 

following ethical guidelines for ​CEFR Journal – Research and Practice ​ articles 

they have agreed to review:

▪ unbiased, double-blind review

▪ Reviewers should provide a constructive, comprehensive, evidenced, and 

appropriately substantial peer review report.
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Collating ideas:

What type of journal article about Action-oriented 

Approach (AoA) curriculum alignment, mediation, 

plurilingualism would you be interested in reading about?
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OPPORTUNITIES

Multiplying ideas:

What do you know about research on Action-oriented 

Approach (AoA) curriculum alignment, mediation, 

plurilingualism etc. that you [or others in your network] 

would be interested in submitting to the CEFR Journal?

How to effectively multiply best CEFR-informed practice 

(and API objectives)?



THE CEFR JOURNAL: 
LOOKING FORWARD

· + Special Issue 8*: early 2026

Aligning Language Education with the CEFR: A Handbook 
*Guest editors: The Handbook Steering Group 
(Figueras, Little, O’Sullivan, Saville, Taylor)

+ Snapshot Talk of issue 7 articles: details to follow
+ Call for abstracts for issue 9 (later in 2026)
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What other publication formats in the journal 
could be explored, for example:

commentaries/discussion notes, 
teaching practices [tailored format?], 

conceptual papers focusing on key concepts in 
an accessible way ???



Other journal article suggestions

• Professional development for CEFR practitioners

• The origins of the CEFR, emphasizing it's role advancing human rights, 

democracy, and rule of law. In my context, it is not often realized that the 

CEFR is anchored in these aims



Questions from participants

• Does this journal include book reviews?

• Would it be conceivable to publish in a language other than the 

omnipresent English?

• Suggestions for other languages availability: 

• Is there a place for people to indicate if they are available for review and what 

languages?

• Is it possible to add/create a link to a language availability questionnaire where those 

who are available could indicate their language(s) and availability maybe on your 

website?



THANK YOU EVER SO MUCH!

Considering to publish with us?

Becoming a reviewer or proofreader?

cefrlp@jalt.org
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REVIEWER GUIDELINES: EPISTEMIC RESPECT
We ask all reviewers to make every reasonable effort to adhere to the following ethical guidelines for ​CEFR Journal –

Research and Practice ​ articles they have agreed to review: 

1. Reviewers must give unbiased consideration to each manuscript submitted for consideration for publication, and should 

judge each on its merits. Since, we employ a double-blind review, the text you have been provided with ought to have no 

reference to race, religion, nationality, sex, gender, seniority, or institutional affiliation of the author(s). Please, notify us 

immediately were any such information still detectable in the anonymised text you received. 

2. Reviewers should declare any potential conflict of interest prior to agreeing to review a manuscript, including any 

relationship with the author that may potentially bias their review. 

3. Reviewers are strongly advised to keep the peer review process confidential; information or correspondence about a 

manuscript should not be shared with anyone outside the peer review process. 

4. Reviewers should provide a constructive, comprehensive, evidenced, and appropriately substantial peer review report. 

For your convenience, we are providing you with a ‘reviewing matrix’ you may choose to use at your own discretion. We 

would also like to kindly ask you to provide us in the journal editorial team with a final overall assessment of the text’s 

publication potential – please, see bottom of this document. 

5. Reviewers must avoid making statements in their report, which might be construed as impugning any person’s reputation. 

6. Reviewers should make all reasonable effort to submit their report and recommendation in a timely manner, informing 

the editor if this is not possible. 

7. Reviewers should call to the journal editor’s attention any significant similarity between the manuscript under 

consideration and any published paper or submitted manuscripts of which they are aware. 
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